
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Welcome to East Hoathly Nursery 

We know how important your child is and aim to deliver the highest quality of 

care and education to help them to achieve their best.  

 

Our Nursery is a happy community in the heart of East Sussex. We enjoy a 

beautiful site located in East Hoathly village, next to the Church. Our main 

building is situated in fabulous grounds. We love to learn and play, not only 

within the nursery buildings but with our friends and siblings in school, outdoors 

on the field, in the woodland, on the trim trail, in the garden and outdoor 

classroom.  

We are very lucky children! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Our Aims… 

▪ provide high quality care and education for our children 

▪ work in partnership with parents to help children to learn 

and develop 

▪ add to the life and well-being of the local community 

▪ offer children and their parents a service that promotes 

equality and values diversity. 

 

 

We aim to ensure that each child: 

▪ is in a safe and stimulating environment 

▪ is given generous care and attention, because of our ratio of qualified staff to 

children, as well as volunteer helpers 

▪ has the chance to join in with other children and adults to live, play, work and learn 

together 

▪ is helped to take forward their learning and development by being helped to build on 

what she/he already knows and can do 

▪ has a key person who makes sure each child makes excellent progress 

▪ is in a setting that sees parents as partners in helping each child to learn and 

develop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

Our Curriculum and Opportunities for Learning 

Our purposeful planning takes into account each child’s individual needs, informed by 

sensitive listening, observations and reflection by skilled staff.  

Our staff and environment enable all children to develop learning across the Early 

Years Foundation Stage seven areas. 

1) Personal, Social and Emotional Development –  

Self Regulation, Building Relationships, Managing Self.  

 

2) Physical Development – Gross and Fine Motor Skills 

 

 

3) Communication and Language – Listening, understanding and speaking 

 

 

4) Literacy – Reading, Comprehension, Writing  

 

5) Mathematics – Numbers and Numerical Patterns 

 

 

6) Understanding the World – People, Cultures and Communities, The Natural 

World, Past and Present. 

 

7) Expressive Arts and Design – Creating with Media and Materials, Being 

Imaginative and Expressive.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

At East Hoathly Nursery, we are passionate about giving children choice in their 

learning and daily routines, allowing them to choose specifically what they want 

to play with and how they want to learn. We then support children, using their 

interests as a starting point, to deepen their understanding in the seven 

different areas of learning from our curriculum.  

 

Assessment 

We assess how young children are learning and developing by observing them 

frequently. We use information that we gain from observations, as well as from 

photographs or videos of the children, to document their progress and where this may 

be leading them. We believe that parents know their children best and we will ask you 

to contribute to assessment by sharing information about what your child likes to do at 

home and how you, as parents, are supporting their development. 

We make regular assessment summaries of children’s achievement based on our on-

going development records. These form part of children’s records of achievement. We 

undertake these assessment summaries at the end of each term, as well as times of 

transition, such as when a child moves onto school. 

 

The progress check at age two 

The Early Years Foundation Stage requires that we supply parents and carers with a 

short written summary of their child’s development in the three prime areas of learning 

when a child is aged between 24 - 36 months. Your child’s key person is responsible for 

completing the check using information from on-going observational assessments 



carried out as part of our everyday practice, taking account of the views and 

contributions of parents and other professionals. 

 

 

Learning Journeys  

 

We keep a Learning Journey which is a record of achievement 

for each child. Your child's Learning Journey helps us to 

celebrate together her/his achievements and to work together 

to provide what your child needs for her/his well-being and to 

make progress.  

Your child's key person will work in partnership with you to 

keep this record updated regularly.  

 

 

 

 

Our Partnership with you 

 
Parents are regularly invited into nursery to see what their children are achieving 

during sharing sessions and educational workshops. 

 

To keep parents updated on the children’s progress, regular opportunities are created 

for parents to come into school and see what we have been doing.  

 

We have ‘meet the teacher evenings’, individual parent interview sessions, and many 

educational/social events where parents share in their child’s learning activities.  

 

We also have regular sessions for parents, carers and family to come and share the 

children’s learning journeys. 

 



For busy parents, Parentmail® helps make life just that 

little bit easier. A weekly newsletter is sent home via 

Parentmail® to keep parents informed and communicate 

dates, events, holidays, school activities and much more. 

 

News and information is also regularly updated on the 

School and Nursery website - www.easthoathlynursery.e-

sussex.co.uk 

 

Naturally, we are delighted that you have selected East 

Hoathly Nursery for your child and it is always our highest 

priority to ensure that each child reaches their potential in 

a happy, safe and stimulating environment. By the same token, we expect that our 

parents seek to work in a supportive partnership with us to achieve the same ends.  

 

 

Our Sessions 

Morning Session: 8.45-11.45 

Lunch Club: 11.45-12.15. As part of our nursery and school partnership the children 

have lunch in the school hall with the children. This opportunity supports children's 

social skills and independence. Children are able to bring in their own lunches or have a 

hot meal which is paid for separately to the cost of the lunch session.  

Afternoon Session: 12.15-3.15 

Under 3's: Parents are asked to provide nappies, baby wipes and creams for children 

who still require them. Please make sure that we always have spare nappies for your 

child. 

We organise our sessions so that the children can choose from, and work at, a range of 

activities and, in doing so, build up their ability to select and work through a task to its 

completion. The children are also helped and encouraged to take part in adult-led small 

and large group activities, which introduce them to new experiences and help them to 

gain new skills, as well as helping them to learn to work with others. Outdoor activities 

contribute to children's physical development and their knowledge of the world around 

them. The children have the opportunity, and are encouraged, to take part in outdoor 

child-chosen and adult-led activities, as well as those provided in the indoor space. 

Fees 

http://www.easthoathlynursery.e-sussex.co.uk/
http://www.easthoathlynursery.e-sussex.co.uk/


The fees are currently £6.50 p/h for 2 year olds and £5.50 p/h for 3 and 4 year olds, 

payable half-termly in advance. Fees must still be paid if children are absent without 

notice. If your child has to be absent over a long period of time, talk to the staff. We 

are in receipt of nursery education funding for two, three and four year olds; where 

funding is not received, then fees apply. 

Snacks and Meals 

We make snacks and meals a social time at which children and adults eat together. We 

provide snacks that are healthy and nutritious. If your child attends our lunch club, 

parents need to provide a packed lunch with a drink or order a school dinner which 

offers a choice of main meal, vegetarian option or jacket potato at a cost of £2.10. 

Menus are displayed in our entrance hall, on the website and nursery notice board. 

Please tell us about your child's dietary needs and we will plan accordingly. Children 

enjoy eating lunch in the school dining hall with the Key Stage 1 children and this 

supports transition into school.  

Clothing 

We provide protective clothing for the children when they play with messy activities. 

We encourage children to gain the skills that help them to be independent and look 

after themselves. These include taking themselves to the toilet and taking off, and 

putting on, outdoor clothes. Clothing that is easy for them to manage will help them to 

do this. 

We also have nursery t-shirts and jumpers which help create a sense of belonging.  

 

 

Policies 

Our staff can explain our policies and procedures to you. Copies of which are available 

in the entrance hall and on our website. 



Our policies help us to make sure that the service provided by our setting is a 

consistently high quality one and that being a member of the setting is an enjoyable and 

beneficial experience for each child and her/his parents.  

Our staff and parents work together to adopt the policies and they all have the 

opportunity to take part in the annual review of the policies. This review helps us to 

make sure that the policies are enabling our setting to provide a quality service for all 

members and the local community. 

Safeguarding children 

Our nursery works with children, parents/guardians and the community to ensure the 

safety of children. Every child has the right to be safe. Our nursery aims to create an 

environment which encourages children to develop a positive self-image, regardless of 

race, language, religion, culture or social background. We want to help children to 

establish and sustain satisfying relationships within their families, with peers and with 

other adults. We aim to work with parents/guardians to build their understanding of 

and commitment to the welfare of all our children. 

 

Special needs 

To make sure that our provision meets the needs of each individual child, we take 

account of any special needs a child may have. We work to the requirements of the 

Special Educational Needs Code of Practice (2015).  Our Special Educational Needs Co-

ordinator is Sian Leahy. 

 

Our School Community 

We are part of East Hoathly CE School and there are great benefits of this for the 

children. Mrs  Whythe, the Early Years Leader, works in partnership with the Nursery 

Team to create exciting learning topics and opportunities. We are also able to use all of 



the school grounds including the trim trail, musical instruments and take part in Forest 

School. 

 

Starting at our setting 

The first days 

We want your child to feel happy and safe with us. To make sure that this is the case, 

our staff will work with you to decide on how to help your child to settle into the 

setting. Our policy on the ‘Role of the Key Person and Settling-in’ is available to read on 

the website.  

We hope that you and your child enjoy being a member of our setting and that you both 

find taking part in our activities interesting and stimulating. Our staff are always ready 

and willing to talk with you about your ideas, views or questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like any more information or have any questions, please do not 

hesitate to contact Miss J Stubbs (Nursery Teacher) or the school Office on 01825 

840247 or Nurseryadmin@easthoathly.e-sussex,sch.uk 

All the staff at East Hoathly School and Nursery, look forward to welcoming you and 

your child into our learning community. 
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